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about : By r emov i n g t he l i cens i n g t r ai n i n g r e q u i r e ments f o r
relatives only, we believe that mo r e rel atives will become
licensed foster homes rather than approved foster homes. I t is
the department...and he says, although the bill would allow the
d epar t men t t o wa i v e t r a i n i ng r e qu i r e m e n ts f o r r e l a t i v e s , i t
would be our go al to co ntinue to encourage relatives take
a dvantage of the training opportunities. Now certa inly wh a t
Senator Erdman d i d say was tha t any way that we can provide
l ong - t e r m p l a c e men t s , t he s t a t e i s g o i n g t o b e be t t e r o f f b y
doing so . We do h av e t o o ma n y t ha t ar e h av i ng f ou r , f i v e , s i x ,
s even p l a c e ment s d u r i n g t h e i r g r owi n g i n t o a d u l t h oo d , a n d so i t
was thought t hat perhaps a fam ily member...and, by the way,
relatives is not really described or it isn't set out as to what
a relative is in the state foster care statutes that we have, so
that is not in there. Ma ybe it should be, as d e f ining ex a ctly
what a rel ative i s. But i t was really hoped that a relative
m ight hang in there a little longer o r pe r haps m i ght hav e a
closeness to the individual in foster care that would provide
longer and better care and, yes, then it does allow us, an d we
a lways ne e d , mo r e d o l l a r s i n f o s t e r ca r e f r o m t h e f e d e r a l
g overnment t o a l l ow u s t o a t t r ac t snm e o f t h o se I V - E f u n d s . I
h ave a sma l l amen d m en t a f t e r t h i s t ha t wo u l d a l l o w t h e
department to either waive all or partial. I t ' s a very sim ple
amendment an d I d i d t h a t i n re a l l y r e c og n i t i o n o f wh a t Se n a t o r
R aikes here is trying to achieve. I really don't think that w e
have a problem with relatives. The department is going to watch
over this on a case-by-case basis, not blanket, and so I think
it does offer the foster care system still the oversight that
we' re i n t er e st e d i n , but hope f u l l y .

. . and we have a s h o r t ag e o f
f oste r c a r e p r o v i d e r s , t h at t hi s wi l l he l p wi t h t hat and t hen
b eing a member o f t he f am i l y , be i n g a r e l at i ve , y o u m i gh t h a v e a
little more interest, a little more closeness of what that might
b e . I mi g h t me n t i o n i n t h e b i l l i t d oe s sa y t h a t . . .wh a t t h e
training includes, including bu t not lim ite d to abuse ,
neglected, dependent and delinquent children. So these are kids
t ha t r ea l l y . . . I ' l l t e l l y o u wha t ' s r e a l l y mi s s i ng m o re t ha n
anything else is love and compassion, and hopefully a relative
maybe can add to that. We have some great foster care parents
in this st ate, ou tstanding, and th e y do it for little
remuneration. They' re really not paid what they should be paid,
but...and that wi ll always be the case. B ut, still, we try to
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